
PRE-CONFERENCE AGENDA TO BREST 
BUSINESS & CULTURE VISIT

Thursday April 3, 2025 - April 6, 2025

Thursday, April 3rd: Dinner in Brest
Friday, April 4th: City Presentations, Reception at City Hall, Dinner
Saturday, April 5th: Sister Cities Guided Tour and Story, Cultural Tours, Cultural Reception
Sunday, April 6th: Leave at 7 am from Brest to Marseille




WTCA GLOBAL BUSINESS FORUM
Sunday, April 6, 2025

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM	Welcome Reception, All Attendees, Fort Ganteaume
Nestled along the scenic coastline of Marseille, Fort Ganteaume offers a stunning and historic setting for the Welcome Reception. This 17th-century fortress, originally built to protect the city's harbor, stands proudly overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, providing breathtaking panoramic views of the coastline and the vibrant city below. The blend of rich history, architectural grandeur, and natural beauty makes it an ideal venue for an unforgettable evening. Guests will be greeted by the majestic stone walls and lush surroundings, creating the perfect atmosphere for networking and building connections in a truly exceptional location.

 


Monday, April 7, 2025
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM	Opening Ceremony
Océanie (Mainstage)
  
9:30 AM - 9:50 AM	Keynote
Océanie (Mainstage)

9:55 AM - 10:35 AM	Shifting Global Trade Dynamics: Strategies for Success in an Evolving Marketplace
Océanie (Mainstage)
This panel will explore the rapidly changing landscape of global trade, with a specific focus on the Mediterranean’s strategic role in international trade corridors. The discussion will highlight actionable insights for businesses and investors, including the impact of global supply chain shifts, port modernization, and how companies are navigating these changes to stay competitive. A callout to trade through hospitality and tourism (via cruises) will be made since the industry contributes substantially to economies across the Mediterranean.  

10:35 AM - 5:30 PM	Exhibitor Booths Open
Exhibitor Hub (Shanghai/Rome/Stockholm)
 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM	Real Estate Investment in Global Trade Hubs
Océanie (Mainstage)
Explore how real estate investments are transforming global trade hubs into thriving centers of commerce and innovation. This session will delve into the unique opportunities and challenges at the intersection of real estate, energy efficiency, and international trade.

Industry leaders will share insights into:
· The evolving role of commercial real estate in driving economic growth and enhancing global connectivity.
· How sustainable infrastructure and energy innovation are shaping the future of trade-oriented developments.
· Strategies for leveraging real estate assets within trade hubs to attract investment and catalyze long-term growth.
This session offers actionable insights for developers, investors, and trade leaders looking to maximize the value of real estate in a rapidly changing global marketplace.
 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM	Innovative and Impactful: Disrupting Industries and Driving Change
Océanie (Mainstage)
This roundtable will bring together founders and executives from innovative and impactful start-ups who are disrupting industries, solving global challenges, and driving social, economic, or environmental change. The goal of the session is to showcase how these start-ups are leveraging technology, sustainability, and creative business models to make a lasting impact. The roundtable will provide attendees with key insights into emerging trends in the start-up ecosystem and inspire potential collaborations or investments.


12:10 PM - 12:40 PM	Innovation in Action: Free Trade Zones as Engines of Growth
Océanie (Mainstage)
This session will explore the real-world success stories of businesses and cities located within Free Trade Zones, demonstrating how these zones act as powerful engines for global trade, investment, and economic development. The audience will hear directly from a company or a city representative operating within an FTZ about the tangible benefits, challenges, and opportunities. The underlying message will be how the WTCA network amplifies these benefits through global connectivity.


12:40 PM - 1:10 PM	Crossroads of Connection: Inspiring Journeys from Local to Global
Océanie (Mainstage)
Join us for a compelling session that highlights how businesses and World Trade Center branded businesses collaborate to drive local success stories onto the global stage. Through their experiences we’ll explore the transformative power of connection and collaboration.

Key takeaways will include:
· How the WTCA network fosters opportunities for local businesses to expand into global markets.
· Insights into the challenges and successes of growing innovative ventures across borders.
· Real-world examples of partnerships that exemplify the intersection of commerce, community, and global connectivity.
This session celebrates the stories of businesses and the WTCA global community working together to achieve extraordinary outcomes, offering inspiration and practical insights for attendees looking to scale their impact globally.


1:10 PM - 1:30 PM	Day 1 Digest
Océanie (Mainstage)
 

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM	Networking Lunch
Foyer Agora
Enjoy a light lunch as you mingle with fellow attendees and visit our exhibitors.
 
AGENDA for Trade Mission to France GBF 2025
International B2B Delegates


2:30 PM - 3:15 PM	Business Essentials Workshop in France (TBD), B2B Delegates Only
CityLab
 2:30 PM - 3:15 PM	Business Essentials Workshop (TBD), B2B Delegates Only
Delhi/Cancun Rooms
 

3:30 PM - 4:15 PM	Business Essentials Workshop in France (TBD), B2B Delegates Only
CityLab
 
3:30 PM - 4:15 PM	 Business Essentials Workshop (TBD), B2B Delegates Only
Delhi/Cancun Rooms
  
4:15 PM - 5:30 PM	Networking, B2B Delegates Only
 
 

Tuesday, April 8, 2025

8:00 AM - 5:30 PM	B2B Meetings
Networking Lounge
 
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM	The Global Outlook: Navigating Trade, Real Estate, and Investment Trends in 2025
Océanie (Mainstage)
The global landscape in 2025 is being shaped by significant shifts in trade dynamics, real estate markets, and investment flows, influenced by recent elections, geopolitical events, and economic policies. This keynote session brings together industry leaders to provide a comprehensive outlook on the challenges and opportunities impacting global commerce and development.

Key discussion points include:
· How political transitions and evolving policies are reshaping trade agreements and investment strategies.
· The role of innovation and sustainability in driving growth across trade hubs, real estate sectors, and cross-border transactions.
· Strategies for navigating market volatility while identifying new opportunities in emerging economies and established markets.
The session will also highlight how collaborative efforts between organizations and open, apolitical communication channels can foster resilience and ensure the continued flow of trade, investment, and development across regions.
 
 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM	 Speed Networking with Businesses and WTCs
Océanie (Mainstage)
 


10:00 AM - 5:30 PM	Exhibitor Booths
Exhibitor Hub (Shanghai/Rome/Stockholm)
 







10:00 AM - 5:30 PM WTCA Members Power Pitch
Exhibitor Hub (Shanghai/Rome/Stockholm)
Discover the diversity and innovation of the WTCA network in this fast-paced session featuring 5-minute presentations by WTCA Members. Each spotlight will showcase a unique WTC initiative, from transformative events and ambitious projects to exciting investment opportunities and community-driven missions.  

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM	 Networking Break Océanie (Mainstage)
  
 
11:30 AM - 11:45 AM	Real Estate Summit: Opening Remarks
Real Estate Summit
Océanie (Mainstage)
 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM	Business Essentials In France Workshop (TBD)
CityLab
  
11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Business Essentials Workshop (TBD)
Delhi/Cancun Rooms
 
11:45 AM - 12:30 PM	 Real Estate Summit: Panel Discussion
Real Estate Summit
Océanie (Mainstage)
This panel brings together industry leaders to explore the evolving landscape of real estate investment and development in a rapidly changing world. Panelists will discuss key trends shaping the industry, including the impact of global trade dynamics, the rise of smart cities, and the increasing importance of sustainability in property development.

Key topics include:

· How global trade hubs are driving demand for innovative real estate solutions.
· The role of technology and data in shaping future investment decisions.
· Strategies for balancing profitability with sustainability in large-scale developments.
Whether you’re a developer, investor, or industry partner, this session will provide insights into the opportunities and challenges transforming the real estate market globally.
 
 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM	Real Estate Summit: Global Spotlight, World Trade Center Projects in Focus, Real Estate Summit
Océanie (Mainstage)
Explore the cutting-edge developments shaping the future of real estate within the WTCA network. This session highlights the latest projects and innovations from WTC branded businesses around the globe, showcasing their impact on urban transformation, business ecosystems, and economic growth.

Attendees will gain insights into:
· New and upcoming real estate projects redefining WTC properties.
· Innovative approaches to sustainability, smart infrastructure, and design.
· Strategies for revitalizing and repurposing spaces to meet the needs of modern commerce.
This is a must-attend session for anyone interested in the intersection of real estate and innovation, offering inspiration and practical ideas for leveraging WTC branded developments to create thriving hubs of connection and opportunity.


1:00 PM - 2:00 PM	Networking Lunch
Foyer Agora
Enjoy a light lunch as you mingle with fellow attendees and visit our exhibitors.
 

2:00 PM - 2:45 PM Business Essentials in France Workshop (TBD)
CityLab
  
2:00 PM - 2:45 PM	Business Essentials Workshop (TBD)
Delhi/Cancun Rooms
 
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM	Real Estate Summit: Innovation Roundtables
Real Estate Summit
Océanie (Mainstage)
Engage with industry peers in this interactive, 90-minute session designed to explore key challenges and opportunities in the evolving real estate landscape. Through facilitated roundtable discussions, participants will delve into critical topics such as:

· Innovation in design and technology to enhance efficiency and marketability.
· Strategies for balancing profitability, functionality, and community impact.
· Leveraging data and analytics to drive smarter investment decisions.
· Insights on integrating sustainability and resilience into projects.
· Adapting to changing tenant needs and evolving market trends.
Each group will collaborate to generate actionable ideas and insights, with key takeaways shared at the conclusion. This session offers a valuable opportunity for networking, learning, and contributing to shaping a dynamic, innovative, and forward-thinking real estate ecosystem.
 
 
3:15 PM - 4:00 PM	Business Essentials Workshop (TBD), Delhi/Cancun Rooms

 
3:30 PM - 4:00 PM	Real Estate Summit: Global Spotlight, World Trade Center Projects in Focus, Real Estate Summit
Océanie (Mainstage)
Explore the cutting-edge developments shaping the future of real estate within the WTCA network. This session highlights the latest projects and innovations from WTC branded businesses around the globe, showcasing their impact on urban transformation, business ecosystems, and economic growth.

Attendees will gain insights into:
· New and upcoming real estate projects redefining WTC properties.
· Innovative approaches to sustainability, smart infrastructure, and design.
· Strategies for revitalizing and repurposing spaces to meet the needs of modern commerce.
This is a must-attend session for anyone interested in the intersection of real estate and innovation, offering inspiration and practical ideas for leveraging WTC branded developments to create thriving hubs of connection and opportunity.
  

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM	
Business Essentials Workshop (TBD)
Delhi/Cancun Rooms
 
4:00 PM - 4:45 PM	
Real Estate Summit: Networking Reception
Real Estate Summit - 
Océanie (Mainstage)
4:00 PM - 4:45 PM	
Business Essentials in France Workshop (TBD)
CityLab

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM	Connections Showcase
Océanie (Mainstage)
Celebrate the spirit of collaboration and connection at the conclusion of Day 2. This session provides attendees an opportunity to formally acknowledge the meaningful connections and promising conversations initiated during the event with those they met at the WTCA GBF.

Participants are invited to take the stage for a photo opportunity, symbolizing their commitment to exploring future business opportunities and fostering ongoing dialogue. Whether you’ve discussed potential partnerships, investment ideas, or collaborative projects, this ceremony highlights the power of the connections made at the GBF without requiring a formal agreement, though MOU signing are also welcome.

Join us to recognize the relationships formed and celebrate the possibilities ahead! Sign up at the welcome desk anytime until Tuesday at 4pm.
 
 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM	Business Tours
Discover Marseilles's Business Landscape with an Exclusive Local Company Tour!

Elevate your Global Business Forum attendee experience with a unique opportunity to explore the dynamic local industry scene in Marseille. Choose from a selection of renowned local businesses and gain invaluable insights into their operation, innovations and success strategies. Transportation + Lunch will be provided.  More details to come.

Tours to choose from include: Tour 1: Food & Wine, Tour 2: Science, Energy & Cosmetics, Tour 3: Sustainability, and Tour 4: Maritime Innovation


9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 	Sightseeing Tours
All B2B delegates who do not wish to attend a business tour are welcome to instead join the day's Accompanying Guest program.

 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM	Gala Dinner, All Attendees
Palais de la Bourse
Celebrate the close of the 2025 WTCA Global Business Forum at Marseille’s Palais de la Bourse, located on the famous Canebière Street. A historical monument once frequented by Napoleon and Empress Eugénie. In the heart of Marseilles, the 630-square-meter Palace’s Grand Hall can accommodate up to 800 guests for a cocktail-style reception or 500 guests for dining. Three remarkable premium reception areas feature black and white paving stones, and majestic columns and arches decorated with sculptures.

Networking cocktail hour begins upstairs at 19:00 CEST and sit-down dinner begins at 20:00 CEST.

 
 


POST-CONFERENCE AGENDA TO PARIS
BUSINESS & CULTURE VISIT

Thursday April 10, 2025 - Sunday, April 13, 2025

Thursday, April 10th: Travel from Marseille to Paris, Some Cultural Activities, Business Economic Update, & Reception, 
Friday, April 11th:  Business Site Tour, Group Boat Tour
Saturday, April 12th: Free day for Cultural Visits
Sunday, April 13th: Leave to return to Denver

